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THESCHOOLAND ITSLOCATION

Walkden High Schoolisa successful and oversubscribed 11 to 16

comprehensive schoolin Salford Local Authority. It occupiesa site in Wordley, a
pleasant residential suburb, consisting of some local authority housing in the
immediate environsof the school, and owner-occupierdwellingsin South
Walkden, Roe Green, Wordey and Boothstown. Major housing developmentshave
recently taken place in the area. The school hashigh expectationsof itspupilsand
enjoysthe support of the parentsforitsaimsand itsbehaviour policies. The school
hasconsstently produced some of the best resultsin the Authority.

The majority of pupilstake 10 GCSEsubjects. The most recent Ofsted inspection
wascarried outin October 2005.

The following extract istaken from the summary of the inspection report ...

Overall effectiveness of the school ..

“The overall effectivenessof the schoolisgood. ltswork in some areasis
outstanding. Resultsin testsand general certificate of sscondary education
(GCSE) have been consstently above national averages. Leadership and
management are strong. The headteacher, most ably supported by senior
managers, isvery effective in promoting high standardsand good achievement.
Teaching isgood.”

“The personal development and well-being of pupilsisat the heart of everything
the schooldoesand isoutstanding, asisthe care, guidance and support offered
to them. Pupilsspeak highly of the school and with affection; an opinion shared by
parents. One girlwhen asked what wasbest about the schoolresponded
spontaneoudy: ‘Everything, really. I love it’.”

“Improvement since the last inspection isgood. Given the enthusasm and
commitment of the headteacherand seniormanagersthe schoolhasgood
capacity forfurtherimprovement. Test and GCSEresultshave risen steadily. The
specialist language college statusisnow influential in shaping the work of the
school curriculum and pupilsvalue the opportunitiesit presentsto them.”

Inspection Judgments:

Achievement and Sandards - Good

Personal Development and Well-being - Good with outstanding features
The Quality of Provision - Good with outstanding features
Leadership and Management - Good with outstanding features




ACCOMMODATON

The site wasextended 6 yearsago to provide the school with specialist teaching
areasfor Modern Foreign Languagesand further provision for Science. A second
extenson wasopened in September 2001. Thishasprovided an extra 4 Humanities
roomsand 2 furtherroomsfor Modern Foreign Languages; one of which provides
ICTand video conferencing facilities.

The main buildingsdate from 1932 and have been adapted to provide specialist
teaching rooms. ICTequipment hasbeen replaced and expanded since the
Ofsted inspection in November 2000.

One of the issuesfaced by the schoolisthat space isat a premium. We have, to
date, erected a modularbuilding to provide a staff work room, a meeting room
and a further classroom. Thishasenabled usto redevelop another classroom for
teaching ICT. We hope to be given funding from the area Community Committee
forimproving the changing roomsin PE The PTA hasrecently bought a new school
mini bus.

Salford isin Phase 3 of the Government's‘Building Schoolsforthe Future’
programme and we are optimistic about our potential to secure a new build.

PUPILS AND CURRICULUM

The school®standard admission numberis240. We currently have 1207 pupilson
role and the schoolisregularly oversubscribed. Pupilscome from 7 partner primary
schools. Linkswith primary schoolsand parentsare very strong. Asa result of the
school®specialist status, Year 6 pupilsare taught French by Walkden High School
Modern Foreign Language staff.

Pupilsfrom & Mary®High Schoolin Wigan also attend Japanese lessonsafter
schoolaspart of the community aspect of the Language College. OurJapanese
lead teacheralso teachesat one of ourlocal sixth form colleges. Fast track
Spanish isfacilitated by a colleague from & Mary’s.

Pupilsare organised on a year basisof 10 forms. Each yearhasa Head and
Assistant Head of Year. There isprovision for setting in some subjects, but most
subjectschoose to teach a mixed ability group throughout KS3. Pupilswho need
extra help and support have accessto SEN provision.

The school offersJapanese, German, Sanish, Fench and Russian from Year 8 (for
some pupils) and the option to do 3 separate Sciencesat GCSE

Some pupilspursue vocational coursesat local collegeswork placements.



Walkden isundergoing a massive period of change in termsof ICTand thispost
hasbeen created at an exciting point in our developments. We have an
ambitiousfuture strategy and by expanding the Technical Servicesteam, our
internal capacity willbe well positioned to deliver ICTsystemsthat transform the
way school operates.

The School hasinvested heavily in ICToverrecent yearsand iscommitted to
improving the reslience and capacity of itsphysical infrastructure and the systems
which it supports. We see Walkden asbeing the flagship school forICTin the area
and the post holderwill have a significant contribution to make in delivering our
whole school ICTpriorities.

We have recently moved ourICTprovison in-house after previoudy being part of a
citywide council Active Directory. Thishasmeant the purchase of all new switches,
cabinets, servers, directory services, workstation platform and telephone system.
The School now usesMicrosoft Office 2003 suite and Windows XP asitsstandard
desktop. ICTTechnical Servicessupport staff and studentsto get the best out of
thisenvironment whetherin teaching, open accessor office locations. Email and
calendaring are based on Exchange 2003 via Outlook and OWA. There isalso the
MacO9 platform based in the Library with 30 client machines.

The technical environment isMicrosoft based with a Windows 2003 server farm
(with Web Edition for external and internalweb site hosting) and full MSSQL
databases. The school network isfully switched at Layer 2/3 100mb to each
desktop, 1Gb fibre backbone between data cabinetsand 1Gb copperover
Catbe to each main server. The hybrid analogue/VOIP telephone system also runs
over structured cabling for some extensions. Wireless, VPN, Frewall and Content
Hiter servicesare built around the SonicWall platform and we utilise 4 separate
Internet linesaggregated by a Linux box forweb connectivity. We are currently
working with Ukerna to obtain a direct link to the JANETbackbone.



Current and future projectsinclude:

- Distance Learning - VLE, MLEand ultimately a PLE
Enterprise rollout of Application Metering, Asset Management, Remote
Control etc
Encoding analogue media content & streaming acrosssite (including digital
storage and archiving)
Extending CPD and training provision forICT
Implementation of centrally managed wirelessacrossthe site
Major Information Management System (IMS) review
Develop Exchange mail system for booking of resources
Web based call/fault logging and tracking system
Development of web-based services(to include intranet and external
webstes) potentially including MSSharepoint
Enterprise Anti Virusreview
Remote accessfor staff (RDP, IPSec VPN, Terminal Servicesetc)
UPS Backup and otherreslience construction
Extending use of mobile technologiesround school

Our future direction forICTover the next 5 yearshasbeen set outin ourICT
Strategy with accompanying Improvement Plan. Thiswas highlighted in our most
recent OfSed (November 2005) where it waspraised asbeing “an effective tool
forimprovement which islogical and clear’. To furtherembed thisacrossthe site,
ICTtargetshave now beenincluded asintegral partsto each departmentsown
improvement plan.
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