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Walkden High Sc hool Language College 
 

General Sc hool Information 
 
 

THE SCHOOL AND ITS LOCATION 
Walkden High Sc hool is a  suc c essful and  oversubsc ribed  11 to 16 
c omprehensive sc hool in Sa lford  Loc a l Authority. It oc c up ies a  site in Worsley, a  
p leasant residentia l suburb , c onsisting of some loc a l authority housing in the 
immed ia te environs of the sc hool, and  owner-oc c up ier dwellings in South 
Walkden, Roe Green, Worsley and  Boothstown. Ma jor housing developments have 
rec ently taken p lac e in the a rea . The sc hool has high expec ta tions of its pup ils and  
enjoys the support of the parents for its a ims and  its behaviour polic ies. The sc hool 
has c onsistently p roduc ed  some of the best results in the Authority. 
 
The ma jority of pup ils take 10 GCSE sub jec ts. The most rec ent Ofsted  inspec tion 
was c arried  out in Oc tober 2005. 
 
The following extrac t is taken from the summary of the inspec tion report … 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Overall effec tiveness of the school .. 
 
“ The overa ll effec tiveness of the sc hool is good . Its work in some a reas is 
outstand ing . Results in tests and  genera l c ertific a te of sec ondary educ a tion 
(GCSE) have been c onsistently above na tiona l averages. Leadership  and  
management a re strong. The head teac her, most ab ly supported  by senior 
managers, is very effec tive in p romoting  high standards and  good  ac hievement. 
Teac hing  is good .”  
 
“ The persona l development and  well-being  of pup ils is a t the hea rt of everything  
the sc hool does and  is outstand ing , as is the c a re, guidanc e and  support offered  
to them. Pup ils speak highly of the sc hool and  w ith a ffec tion;  an op inion sha red  by 
pa rents. One g irl when asked  wha t was best about the sc hool responded  
spontaneously: ‘Everything , rea lly. I love it’ .”  
 
“ Improvement sinc e the last inspec tion is good . Given the enthusiasm and  
c ommitment of the headteac her and  senior managers the sc hool has good  
c apac ity for further improvement. Test and  GCSE results have risen stead ily. The 
spec ia list language c ollege sta tus is now influentia l in shap ing  the work of the 
sc hool c urric ulum and  pup ils va lue the opportunities it p resents to them.”  
 
Inspec tion Judgments : 
 
Ac hievement and  Standards   -         Good  
Persona l Development and  Well-being -         Good  w ith outstand ing  fea tures 
The Qua lity of Provision   -         Good  w ith outstand ing  fea tures 
Leadership  and  Management  -         Good  w ith outstand ing  fea tures 
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ACCOMMODATION  
The site was extended  6 years ago to p rovide the sc hool w ith spec ia list teac hing 
a reas for Modern Foreign Languages and  further p rovision for Sc ienc e. A sec ond  
extension was opened  in Sep tember 2001. This has p rovided  an extra  4 Humanities 
rooms and  2 further rooms for Modern Foreign Languages; one of whic h p rovides 
ICT and  video c onferenc ing fac ilities. 
 
The ma in build ings da te from 1932 and  have been adap ted  to p rovide spec ia list 
teac hing rooms. ICT equipment has been rep lac ed  and  expanded  sinc e the 
Ofsted  inspec tion in November 2000.  
 
One of the issues fac ed  by the sc hool is tha t spac e is a t a  p remium. We have, to 
da te, erec ted  a  modula r build ing to p rovide a  sta ff work room, a  meeting room 
and  a  further c lassroom. This has enabled  us to redevelop  another c lassroom for 
teac hing ICT. We hope to be g iven fund ing from the a rea  Community Committee 
for improving the c hanging rooms in PE. The PTA has rec ently bought a  new sc hool 
mini bus. 
 
Sa lford  is in Phase 3 of the Government’ s ‘Build ing Sc hools for the Future’  
p rogramme and  we a re op timistic  about our potentia l to sec ure a  new build . 
 
 
PUPILS AND CURRICULUM 
The sc hool©s standard  admission number is 240. We c urrently have 1207 pup ils on 
role and  the sc hool is regula rly oversubsc ribed . Pup ils c ome from 7 partner p rimary 
sc hools. Links w ith p rimary sc hools and  parents a re very strong . As a  result of the 
sc hool©s spec ia list sta tus, Year 6 pup ils a re taught Frenc h by Walkden High Sc hool 
Modern Foreign Language sta ff. 
 
Pup ils from St Mary©s High Sc hool in Wigan a lso a ttend  Japanese lessons a fter 
sc hool as part of the c ommunity aspec t of the Language College. Our Japanese 
lead  teac her a lso teac hes a t one of our loc a l sixth form c olleges. Fast trac k 
Spanish is fac ilita ted  by a  c olleague from St Mary’ s. 
 
Pup ils a re organised  on a  year basis of 10 forms. Eac h year has a  Head  and  
Assistant Head  of Year. There is p rovision for setting in some sub jec ts, but most 
sub jec ts c hoose to teac h a  mixed  ab ility group  throughout KS3. Pup ils who need  
extra  help  and  support have ac c ess to SEN provision.    
 
The sc hool offers Japanese, German, Spanish, Frenc h and  Russian from Year 8 (for 
some pup ils) and  the op tion to do 3 separa te Sc ienc es a t GCSE. 
 
Some pup ils pursue voc a tiona l c ourses a t loc a l c olleges/ work p lac ements. 
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Walkden High Sc hool Language College 
 

ICT Information 
 
 
Walkden is undergoing a  massive period  of c hange in terms of ICT and  this post 
has been c rea ted  a t an exc iting  point in our developments. We have an 
amb itious future stra tegy and  by expand ing the Tec hnic a l Servic es team, our 
interna l c apac ity w ill be well positioned  to deliver ICT systems tha t transform the 
way sc hool opera tes. 
 
The Sc hool has invested  heavily in ICT over rec ent years and  is c ommitted  to 
improving the resilienc e and  c apac ity of its physic a l infrastruc ture and  the systems 
whic h it supports. We see Walkden as being the flagship  sc hool for ICT in the a rea  
and  the post holder w ill have a  signific ant c ontribution to make in delivering our 
whole sc hool ICT p riorities. 
 
We have rec ently moved  our ICT p rovision in-house a fter p reviously being part of a  
c ityw ide c ounc il Ac tive Direc tory. This has meant the purc hase of a ll new switc hes, 
c ab inets, servers, d irec tory servic es, worksta tion p la tform and  telephone system. 
The Sc hool now uses Mic rosoft Offic e 2003 suite and  Windows XP as its standard  
desktop . ICT Tec hnic a l Servic es support sta ff and  students to get the best out of 
this environment whether in teac hing, open ac c ess or offic e loc a tions. Email and  
c a lendaring a re based  on Exc hange 2003 via  Outlook and  OWA. There is a lso the 
Mac OS9 p la tform based  in the Lib ra ry w ith 30 c lient mac hines. 
 
The tec hnic a l environment is Mic rosoft based  w ith a  Windows 2003 server fa rm 
(w ith Web Ed ition for externa l and  interna l web  site hosting ) and  full MS SQL 
da tabases. The sc hool network is fully switc hed  a t Layer 2/ 3 100mb to eac h 
desktop , 1Gb fib re bac kbone between da ta  c ab inets and  1Gb c opper over 
Ca t5e to eac h ma in server.  The hybrid  ana logue/ VOIP telephone system a lso runs 
over struc tured  c ab ling for some extensions. Wireless, VPN, Firewall and  Content 
Filter servic es a re built a round  the Sonic Wall p la tform and  we utilise 4 separa te 
Internet lines aggrega ted  by a  Linux box for web  c onnec tivity. We a re c urrently 
working w ith Ukerna  to ob ta in a  d irec t link to the JANET bac kbone. 
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Current and  future p rojec ts inc lude: 
·  Distanc e Learning - VLE, MLE and  ultimately a  PLE 
·  Enterp rise rollout of App lic a tion Metering, Asset Management, Remote 

Control etc  
·  Enc od ing ana logue med ia  c ontent & streaming ac ross site (inc lud ing d ig ita l 

storage and  a rc hiving) 
·  Extend ing CPD and  tra ining p rovision for ICT 
·  Implementa tion of c entra lly managed  wireless ac ross the site 
·  Ma jor Information Management System (IMS) review 
·  Develop  Exc hange ma il system for booking of resourc es 
·  Web based  c a ll/ fault logg ing and  trac king system 
·  Development of web-based  servic es (to inc lude intranet and  externa l 

websites) potentia lly inc lud ing MS Sharepoint 
·  Enterp rise Anti Virus review 
·  Remote ac c ess for sta ff (RDP, IPSec  VPN, Termina l Servic es etc ) 
·  UPS, Bac kup  and  other resilienc e c onstruc tion 
·  Extend ing use of mob ile tec hnolog ies round  sc hool 

 
Our future d irec tion for ICT over the next 5 years has been set out in our ICT 
Stra tegy w ith ac c ompanying Improvement Plan. This was highlighted  in our most 
rec ent OfSted  (November 2005) where it was p ra ised  as being  “ an effec tive tool 
for improvement whic h is log ic a l and  c lear” . To further embed  this ac ross the site, 
ICT ta rgets have now been inc luded  as integra l pa rts to eac h departments own 
improvement p lan. 
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Walkden High School 
Spec ia list Language College 

 
Birc h Road 

Worsley 
M28 7FJ 

 
t: +44(0)161 975 8000 
f: +44(0)161 975 8079 

 
e: info@walkden.uk.c om 
w: www.wa lkden.uk.c om 
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