Getting involved: With your child’s learning

Scene: landing. Kate’s mum bangs on a bedroom door. [A ‘Keep Out’ is clearly visible].

Kate’s mum: Come on Kate, you’re going to be late for school again.

Scene: interior Kate’s bedroom. [Kate is blow-drying her hair in front of a mirror. Pictures of various ‘pop stars’ are displayed on the walls].

Kate: [annoyed] Okay Mum, give us as a second will yer!

Scene: interior Kate’s hallway / staircase. [Kate’s mum trundles down the stairs. She is wearing a uniform which suggests she works in a supermarket. She glances to the camera as she moves down the stairs].

Kate’s mum: [to the camera] Every morning it’s always the same mad rush… 

Scene: interior Kate’s kitchen. [Kate’s mum walks into the kitchen and attends to a 5 year old child sitting at a table].

Kate’s mum: And all she’s bothered about is her hair.

Scene: interior Kate’s bedroom: [Kate finishes brushing her hair. She looks at herself closely in the mirror and exits the room].

Scene: interior Kate’s kitchen. [Kate enters the kitchen. She is wearing her school uniform. Her Mum is busy dressing the younger child – putting on a pair of shoes and a coat].

Kate’s mum: Right, have you got everything you need. [Kate picks up a ‘teen magazine’ and puts it into her carrier bag].

Kate: Yeah, I think so.

Kate’s mum: What’s happening at school today?
Kate: Derrrr…lessons that kind of thing.
Kate’s mum: That’s really helpful Kate – don’t blame me if you forget something. [Kate moves towards the door].

Kate: Can’t stop now Mum.
Kate’s mum: What about your breakfast?!

Kate: I’ll see you later OK. [Kate exits the house. Her Mum shakes her head and glances at the camera].

Kate’s mum: [to the camera]. Now she’s at Secondary school, she’s having to grow up – fast. Kate’s got a lot on her mind. [Kate’s mum looks at the younger child that she is helping to dress].

Kate’s mum: She’s not the only one – two kids and a part-time job keeps me busy an’ all.

Scene: exterior newsagents/corner shop. [The street is busy, full of children walking to school. Kate walks into a corner shop. As she does so, two boys (Sam and Paul) exit the shop. They are eating bars of chocolate and are holding cans of fizzy drink. James Nesbitt walks past the boys].

James Nesbitt: Alright boys, all set for the big game?
Paul: Yeah of course sir. 

Sam: Oh no!

James Nesbitt: What?

Sam: I forgot my football boots! [James Nesbitt despairs. He turns back and faces Sam directly].

James Nesbitt: You knew it was today – the date’s on that fixture list I gave you. [Sam is embarrassed and annoyed with himself].

James Nesbitt: Did you show your Mum as I asked?

Sam: Yeah, well I took it home.
James Nesbitt: So where is it now?

[Sam undoes his shoulder bag. Behind him, Kate walks out of the shop eating a bag of crisps].

Sam: Er, I think it’s still in my bag sir. 
James Nesbitt: [glancing directly to the camera] How simple a task was that? I give him a fixture list, he shows Mum, Mum makes sure he brings his football boots on the day he’s meant to be playing football! 
Sam: [Sam finds something.] Yeah here it is. [He holds up the fixture list].

James Nesbitt: Terrific. [James Nesbitt shakes his head in despair and walks away from the boys. He looks towards the camera directly].

James Nesbitt: [to the camera] Secondary school! It’s a whole new ball game for kids like Sam. Life’s very hectic – there’s lots of distractions on offer – so kids need to be organised to get the most out of their learning.
[In front of James Nesbitt, a car pulls up. A child gets out and nods goodbye to her father who then drives off].

James Nesbitt: [to the camera]. They need all the encouragement they can get – not only at school but at home too. As a parent, you can help your children manage their learning. I’m talking little things which could make a big difference at the end of the day.
Scene: interior classroom. James Nesbitt addresses a class full of children – including Paul, Sam and Kate.

James Nesbitt: Right then, who did their homework? [Paul yawns. He gives a tired sigh and turns to face the camera].

James Nesbitt: Paul, you were obviously working late last night, tell us what you found out?

Paul: Erm.
James Nesbitt: Anything at all?
Paul: No, not really Sir. [Paul appears a little uncomfortable and embarrassed. James glances at the camera].

James Nesbitt: [quietly to the camera, lightheartedly]. Some things never change. [Next to him, Sam holds his hand up in the air].

James Nesbitt: Ok, Sam what about you?
Sam: Well after I read it, I looked at it in two different ways – what I did first was… [We see Paul. He is frustrated. He turns to face the camera directly]. 

Paul: [to the camera]. He thinks I didn’t even try. It’s just that when I do my homework, I find it so difficult to concentrate.
Scene: interior Paul’s kitchen. [We see Paul’s mum preparing a meal for her children. There are several young children running around asking for her attention]. 

Paul: [voiceover].  Last night was no different. Mum was busy as usual. 
[We see Paul playing with his younger brothers and sisters. The kitchen is very cramped]. 
Scene: interior Paul’s living room. [Paul sits on a sofa. He studies several documents. The younger children are playing busily next to him – we see his younger brother grab hold of a ruler from the sofa without Paul knowing].

Paul: [voiceover]. He thinks I didn’t even try. It’s just when I do my homework I find it so difficult to concentrate. Last night was no different – Mum was busy. He looks at his mum – who is picking up his younger sister].

Paul: Mum, have you got a ruler?

Paul’s mum: No. Why would I need a ruler? [Paul pauses for a moment – he is slightly perplexed].

Paul: [to himself] never mind, Mum’s got a lot on her mind. [Paul gives up. The younger brother is now playing with Paul’s calculator].

Paul: [to the camera]. So, if you can’t beat ‘em. [We see Paul play his favourite computer game]. [To the camera] …do something else. [His younger brother climbs onto the sofa to see what Paul is doing].

Scene: interior classroom. This is the same class as established earlier. Sam finishes giving his answer (regarding homework) to James Nesbitt.

Sam: Then after that, I wrote my thoughts in this box here. 
James Nesbitt: Good Sam, you’ve had a real go at that. Now, in pairs, I want you all to assess Sam’s observations. Two minutes – off you go.
[Sam looks pleased with himself. The children begin to talk animatedly with each other. We see Paul and Sam talk to each other as a pair. James Nesbitt turns and talks directly to the camera].

James Nesbitt: [to the camera]. Paul is equally as bright as Sam – the difference is that Sam finds it easier to work from home.
Scene: Sam’s living room: [Sam is attempting to do his homework on the living room floor. His Mum, Dad and 2 brothers are all in the room together].

Sam: Mum – my pen doesn’t work. [His Mum is clearing away plates from the table]. 

Sam’s mum: Ok hang on a moment. [His Mum clears a space on the table for Sam to sit].

Sam’s mum: Come up here and let’s do it properly. [Sam sits at the table. His Mum takes a close look at the pen. She is exasperated].

Sam: This pen is rubbish. 

Sam’s mum: Get another pen – you know where they’re kept. [Sam moves away to fetch a new biro from a pot full of pens nearby]. 

Sam’s mum: [to the camera]. All I can do is make sure he knows where everything is – you know, things like paper, pens, calculators – then he’s got no excuses. Well that’s the theory! [Sam settles at the table (which is now cleared) and begins to write. His Mum gives a wry smile].

Sam: Dad, what does ‘myriad’ mean?

Sam’s dad: Erm – what’s the sentence?

Sam: The story contains myriad ideas all jumbled into one big pot. [His Dad does not know the answer].

Sam’s dad: Tricky one innit?

Sam: Yeah, don’t worry about it…

Sam’s dad: [glancing from the TV to the camera] When he was a nipper I had all the answers – now he’s grown up I don’t. 
Sam: [to the camera] There’s no point asking Dad, he’s never that interested anyway…

Sam’s mum: Look it up in the dictionary…

Sam: What?

Sam’s mum: The dictionary that I bought you, you know where it’s kept – go on. 
Sam: Oh yeah. 
[Sam moves off to pick up the dictionary].

Sam’s mum: [to the camera]. I don’t have all the answers either. But I do have the odd trick or two up my sleeve, like having a dictionary in the house, which helps him find out things for himself. [Sam opens up the dictionary. His Mum sits next to him].

Mum: Right then, what was that word again?
Scene: interior classroom. A school bell rings loudly. The class (including Sam, Paul and Kate) start to pack their books away.

James Nesbitt: Oh, before you go make sure you take one of these home for your parents. James Nesbitt holds up a printed letter from a pile on his desk. The children walk up to the desk and take one each.

Kate: What is it Sir?

James Nesbitt: It’s a letter explaining about the next parent evening. [Kate takes a sheet and exits the classroom along with the rest of the children. James Nesbitt picks up his files].

James Nesbitt: [to the camera]. The more you know about what happens to your kids at school, the more confident you’ll be in supporting them at home. [James Nesbitt walks over to a window overlooking the playground].

James Nesbitt: [looking out of the window]. Although it’s never quite that easy…is it?

Scene: exterior school playground. [Break time. Kate is standing in a corner of the playground, chatting animatedly with a group of girls].

James Nesbitt: [voiceover]. Take Kate – when she’s with her mates, she’s a real chatterbox. No subject is left unturned – boys, make-up, music, clothes – the lot. 
Scene: interior Kate’s hallway. Kate rings the front door bell. Her Mum opens the door and lets her in.

James Nesbitt: [voiceover]. But as soon as she takes one foot inside the house, the drawbridge goes up.
Scene: interior Kate’s kitchen. [Kate takes off her coat and dumps her bag by the front door. [Her Mum is wearing different clothes to indicate this is a different day from the opening scene].
Kate’s mum: How was school today?

Kate: Alright. [Kate glances directly at the camera momentarily].
Kate: [to the camera – despairingly]. She always asks me the same question…

Kate’s mum: [to the camera – despairingly]. I always get the same answer. [Kate’s mum turns back to Kate].

Kate’s mum: Do anything interesting?

Kate: Not really. [Kate walks past a small kitchen table where her dad is sitting. He’s reading a tabloid newspaper. She walks past him and goes upstairs to her bedroom].

Kate’s dad: [to Kate’s mum]. I don’t know why you bother, it’s like squeezing blood out of a stone…

Kate’s mum: I just like to know what’s going on, that’s all.
Kate’s dad: She’ll be alright, look at me – I was no good at school either. OK, I’m no rocket scientist, but I get by. Kate’s mum smiles at her husband.
Kate’s mum: Well I don’t know. [Kate’s dad walks to a cupboard and starts to search through pieces of paper].
Kate’s dad: Look – if you’re so concerned, why don’t you go to that parents’ evening?
Kate’s mum: What parents’ evening?! [Kate’s dad finds a crumpled piece of paper that he’s been looking for]. 

Kate’s dad: I found this letter behind the sofa with all her other rubbish. [Kate’s mum gives a frustrated sigh].

Scene: interior school room [parents’ evening]. Kate’s mum sits in a room full of parents and teachers. She is waiting to approach one of teachers who are sitting at the opposite end of the room. She is frustrated at having to wait.

Kate’s mum: [to the camera]. I’ve been sitting here for over half an hour. I feel a bit stupid. When I finally get to see someone, I’m don’t know what I’m going to ask them – I haven’t got a clue really. They teach things very differently from when I was at school.
[Kate’s mum fidgets nervously. James Nesbitt is standing at the side of the hall. He is watching Kate’s mum closely].

Kate’s mum: [to the camera]. All those subjects she’s doing – most of it’s gobbledegook to me – what with your ICT, PSHE, D&T. I know what a G&T is – and I could do with one right now. [Kate’s mum gets up from her seat].

Kate’s mum: [to the camera]. I’ve had enough of this. [Kate’s mum turns to leave when suddenly her name is called out. She stops and looks back at one of the teachers, who is now waiting for her to walk up to his desk].

[We see James Nesbitt watching proceedings from the side of the hall]. 

James Nesbitt: Just remember, the teacher’s are there for your benefit – to help you, not to test your knowledge. [Kate’s mum finally moves towards one of the teachers. James walks into the middle of the busy room].

James Nesbitt: [to the camera]. Getting involved only takes a few small steps – but it could help your child make big leaps forward in the future. [Kate’s mum makes contact with a teacher].
James Nesbitt: [watching Kate’s mum talk to a James Nesbitt]. Maybe you don’t know it – but you have been your children’s first educator (best teacher) from the moment they were born. You’ve helped to shape their lives and the way they behave. So why stop now? 

[Kate’s mum talks to a teacher. Next to her, we see Paul’s mum talking to another teacher at an adjacent table].
James Nesbitt: [watching the mums talk to the teachers]. If you’re aware of what your children get up to at school – what their interests are, what they enjoy, or even what they find difficult – it will help you to help them with their learning at home. 
Scene: interior Paul’s living room. Paul’s mum is watching TV – a ‘natural world’ programme. She is holding a young child on her lap.

James Nesbitt: [voiceover].  Simple stuff, like choosing TV programmes that have something to do with school studies. 
[Paul walks into the living room. He looks at the TV].

Paul: What are you watching Mum?

Paul’s mum: It’s all about the human body – how to stay healthy – that kind of thing.

Paul: Urgh, what’s that?!

Paul’s mum: That’s a little camera that’s moving through someone’s stomach. 
Paul: Right.
Paul’s mum: You’ve been studying something like this at school haven’t you?

Paul: Yeah, we’ve done loads on the digestive system.

[Paul sits down and begins to watch with interest].

Paul: Mum, do you know what they are? Red blood cells – we’ve been using microscopes to look at those. [His mum nods. Holding the TV controller tightly, she glances to the camera].
Mum: [whispering to the camera] Well, it beats watching football all night long,,,

Scene: exterior city farm. [Sam and his dad and his younger brother (Ashley) are visiting an urban ‘City Farm’. They are looking at animals. His dad is holding an educational agricultural magazine/book. Sam is talking to his younger sibling].

Sam: Look at them Sam, they’re herbivores – do you know that that means?
Ashley: [awkwardly] Herb…iv…ores?
Sam’s dad: You tell him Sam.
Sam: It means they eat grass, things like that, not meat. [Sam’s voice trails off]
James Nesbitt: [voiceover]. Going to places of interest can also help bring school learning to life, whether it’s a city farm, museum, cinema or the local library.
[Ashley tries to repeat the word, with a little more success]. 
Ashley: Herbivore! [Sam and his dad smile].

Scene: interior supermarket. Paul and his mum hand over their shopping to a cashier.

James Nesbitt: [voiceover]: You can even use a trip to the shops to brush up on some basic skills. [The cashier adds up the final amount to pay].

Cashier: That’s £11.27 please. [Paul’s mum hands over a £20 note].

Paul’s mum: Ok Paul, what do you reckon the change should be? I’ve just given the lady a £20 note. 

[Paul does his sums. The cashier hands back the change]. 
Paul’s mum: Come on, I ain’t got all day!

Paul: Erm – £8.73. [Paul’s mum checks the receipt]. 
Paul’s mum: Right!

Scene: interior Sam’s living room. [Sam and his family (including his Dad) are playing a game of Scrabble. Sam makes up a word – Double word score].
Sam: Yeah! That’s 40 points…

Mum: Hold on, ‘vexed’ - is that a word? [Sam’s dad gets out the dictionary to check].
James Nesbitt: [voiceover]. There are loads of games, books and educational things to do on the internet which can help make learning really enjoyable…

Sam’s dad: Vexed – he’s right; it means ‘annoyed’.
Sam: Told you – Told you, you never believe me! [Sam’s mum has a go at making up a word].
James Nesbitt: [voiceover]. Talking and communicating like this is a starting point – it shows your children that you’re interested and that you care about their learning. [Sam and his family are enjoying the game].

Scene: external Kate’s bedroom. Kate’s mum walks up the stairs holding laundry. The door with the ‘keep out’ sign opens and Kate sticks her head out sheepishly.

Kate: Mum I’m stuck – I can’t do my homework.

Kate’s mum: OK love – give me a moment. [Kate walks back to her bed leaving the door open].

Scene: interior Kate’s bedroom. [We see a finger running along hand written text. The camera pulls back to reveal Kate’s mum looking at an exercise book with 
Kate on her bed together].

James Nesbitt: [voiceover]. When it comes to homework, help them, but don't do the work for them. If you ask them for an explanation, it’ll encourage them to think it through more clearly. 

Kate’s mum: So what were you trying to say here Kate? What did you mean?

Kate: Well I know it’s all a bit jumbled up but what I meant was. [Kate continues to give her explanation].
James Nesbitt: [voiceover]. If you ask them for an explanation it will encourage them to think it through clearly.

Kate’s mum: Ok, so what are you going to do next?

Kate: Oh I know, I could put this. 

James Nesbitt: [voiceover]. Keeping an eye on the teachers’ comments lets you know how your child is progressing. 
Scene: living room interior. [Kate’s mum and Kate’s dad sit on the sofa together. They are casually watching late night TV. Kate’s dad is half asleep on couch]. 

Kate’s mum: She’s doing really well in drama you know.

Kate’s dad: Oh yeah? 

Kate’s mum: I think she’s got a part in the school musical…

Kate’s dad: Good for her…sounds a lot more interesting than this late night rubbish. [They watch the TV disinterestedly].

James Nesbitt: [voiceover]. It’s good to talk things over and show your children that you care. 
Kate’s mum: I’ll make a note when they’re putting it on.
Kate’s dad: You do that, I love a good musical. 
Scene: exterior school. [The end of a school day – children exit the school gates on mass].
Scene: interior corridor/doorway. Sam and Paul walk out towards the doorway. 

Sam: [to Paul] I’m so annoyed I forgot my football boots.
[James Nesbitt is standing by the doorway].

James Nesbitt: Now boys, have you got your homework?
[Sam points to his shoulder bag]. 
Sam: Don’t worry Sir, it’s in here. 
James Nesbitt: [slightly sarcastic – referring to the fixture list]. Good – as long as you take it out when you get home.
[Sam smiles awkwardly]. 

Sam: Of course sir…
[James Nesbitt smiles. The boys turn and walk out of the door. James Nesbitt looks through a window at the boys as they walk away].
James Nesbitt: [glancing to the camera]. Kids spend 80% of their time outside of school – so it makes sense to take what they’re learning inside school – to life outside of it. 

Scene: interior Sam’s house/flat. Sam enters his house and shouts to his dad.

Sam: [to his dad] I’m home!
[Sam takes off his satchel and places it onto a peg in the doorway. Sam’s dad appears from the living room. He is holding a football].
Sam’s dad: Come on son let’s go to the park.

Sam: Yeah alright.

Sam’s dad: Put you trainers on.

[Sam’s dad puts on his coat while Sam quickly changes his shoes].

Sam’s dad: Oh, mustn’t forget these!

[Sam’s dad grabs a couple of bags from the peg - including Sam’s bag (which contains the homework].
Scene: exterior park: We see Dad & Sam playing football in the park. 

James Nesbitt: [voiceover]. Mums and dads all have a part to play in helping their children make the most of their education. Dad and Sam are using Sam’s bag as one of the goal-posts. Dad shoots and the ball hits the bag.

Sam’s dad: Oooh, hit the post!

[Sam turns to face the camera. See, my dad’s alright. Sam pats the goalpost, his bag containing the homework].

Sam: to the camera. He loves using my homework to do things together!
James Nesbitt: [voiceover]. There are 10 tops tips to help your children with their learning:

Tip number 1. James Nesbitt:[voiceover]. Kids need a place to do their homework. 
[We see images of Sam taking a pen from the ‘pen pot’ and then starting to write].

Tip number 2. James Nesbitt: [voiceover]. Keep pens, pencils, calculators and rulers handy. 
[Sam flicks through the dictionary as established in the main part of film]. 
Tip number 3. James Nesbitt: [voiceover]. Dip into a dictionary to check meanings and spellings.
[Sam’s mum checks her son’s spelling].

Tip number 4. James Nesbitt: [voiceover]. Help them, but don’t do their homework for them, if you ask them for explanations it will encourage them to think it through more clearly.
[Kate’s mum asks Kate to explain something she has written in her exercise book].

Tip number 5. James Nesbitt: [voiceover]. Regularly look through their books and discuss their progress in each subject.
[Kate’s mum discusses the progress made by her daughter].

Tip number 6. James Nesbitt: [voiceover]. Use everyday activities like going to the shops to help them put their learning into practice.  
[We see Paul and his Mum at the shops together].

Tip number 7. James Nesbitt: [voiceover]. Go out and about and enjoy learning together. 

[At the city farm, we see Sam’s family enjoying a day out].

Tip number 8. James Nesbitt: [voiceover]. Watch out for TV programmes and videos that have something to do with their studies. 

[Paul and his family are watching TV together].

Tip number 9. James Nesbitt: [voiceover]. Breakfast gives energy to learn. 
[Paul’s mum is preparing food in their kitchen].

Tip number 10. James Nesbitt: [voiceover]. And finally top tip number 10. Buy them educational games and books to read. These are activities that can be enjoyed by the whole family.

[Sam and his family are playing Scrabble together. They are laughing and joking as they do so].
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